Comings and Goings

On Friday, March 12 the staff gathered to eat, drink and say a sad good-bye to Devon Guenther and Danielle Pentello. As many of you may know, Danielle has started her third year of veterinary school and is no longer available to work for us. Devon’s goal is still vet school and she hopes that broadening her experience will enhance her application.  We wish both Devon and Danielle the best of luck – we know they will both be great veterinarians!

Losing Devon and Danielle meant that we had to do some hiring, and we have been extremely lucky to find a wonderful new veterinary assistant. Please join us in welcoming Jean MacDonald to the Northarlington Animal Clinic! Jean worked for the Animal Clinic of Westerville for eight years and brings a wealth of  knowledge and experience to her new position here. In the short time that she has been here we have been very impressed with Jean’s technical skill, as well as her gentle touch with cats, dogs and people! Jean lives in Gahanna with three Greyhounds and two cats.

By now many of you have met Matthew Weeman, our new veterinary assistant. Matt is a first year veterinary student at OSU, who started here last September as a kennel attendant. Matt had several years of experience as a vet assistant before he came to Northarlington and we are delighted to have him helping us out on Saturdays. 

Several Northarlington staffers were in attendance as Teresa (Terri) Clements married Mark Kish on Saturday, May 1. Terri was a gorgeous bride, the ceremony was beautiful and the reception was happy and fun-filled.

Everyone here at Northarlington offers our best wishes to Mark and

Terri for a lifetime of happiness!

Madeline Memorial Fund

Thanks to all the generous folks who donated to the Madeline Fund in the last few months:

Leigh Bachtel

William & Ruth Wright
In memory of Sammie

Mary Tobin


In memory of Glenola Violet Farber

Sandy Rosselet
In memory of Wilda Rosselet, Kathy Bergman and George Longhenry

The Madeline Memorial Fund has been pretty quiet these last few months, as 

has the Marcella Galli Memorial Fund. The Madeline Fund treated a cute little

stray cat back in January, but otherwise there haven’t been any sick or injured strays come through. The Pandora & Cashmere Memorial Fund paid for the spay of a lost puppy, who then went on to a rescue group for placement.

Just as this newsletter went to the printer, a stray kitten with a broken leg came in to the clinic. We will need all of the money in all three memorial funds to surgically repair the leg! So, your donations are particularly appreciated right now!

We’re calling the stray kitten Captain Sparrow. He is orange and white, aproximately 8 months old, and very affectionate! He will be needing a new home as soon as he recovers from his surgery, about June 2.

Summer Pet Festival
Save the date - it’s time for our 2nd annual Summer Pet Care

Festival to benefit the Second Chance Fund of the Capital Area

Humane Society! The Festival will be held here at the clinic on

Sunday, June 6 from noon to 4:00 PM, and like last year, this

event promises to be a blast! Here’s a few of the events we are

offering at the Festival:

( Book sale



( Adoptions

( Microchip clinic (only $15)    
( Food vendors




( Toenail trims (only $5!)

( Bake sale





( Agility dog demos 

( Dog wash ($5 self serve, $10 full serve)

( Pet portraits with a professional photographer (2nd floor of the clinic)

( Entertainment






( Many pet care vendors, including day care and boarding facilities, pet sitters                                               

    and walkers, bakeries, artists and photographers

( Raffles, including an autographed Archie Griffin football 

( Refreshments, including Rotolo’s Pizza and Graeter’s Ice Cream

Interested in helping? As always, we’ll need lots of support with this event:

( Do you have something you would like to donate for our raffle? We are

    seeking super special raffle items that will generate a lot of ticket sales!

( The morning of the event we will need help with set up of tables &

    tents

( We will definitely need some help directing traffic throughout

    the day

( We will need volunteers to collect money and staff the raffle

    table, bake sale and book sale

( We will need several volunteers who don’t mind getting soapy and wet at the

    dog wash

( We would love to have our clients donate cookies, cakes & pies for the bake

    sale (contact Karen Marsh at 529-9859 or klmarsh63@yahoo.com)

( If you have books or magazines to donate to the book sale, we will collect 

    them all through the week prior to the event (June 1 through June 4)

If you are interested in contributing supplies to the Capital Area Humane Society, please feel free to bring your donation to the festival. A partial list of welcome items would include:

Dog & cat food (wet or dry, unopened)

Paper towels

Kitty litter (non-clumping)



Dishes

Collars & leashes




Bleach

Dish soap




Crates & carriers

   Litter boxes



Office supplies

Because this will be such a big event, we are asking all volunteers and visitors to plan on parking at the apartment complex across the street (LeMans Village) or the apartment complex next to the clinic (Lexington Park).  Please contact Elaine Marsh at (614) 457-4636 for additional information. We look forward to seeing all of you at the festival!

EPA Reviewing Flea & Tick Products

You may have read or heard that the Environmental Protection Agency is reviewing flea and tick “spot on” products due to an increase in the number

of complaints associated with the use of these products, including serious

illness and death. It is important to note, however, that in its report the

EPA does not distinguish between grocery store brands and the veterinary brands of these products. We feel it is important for you to know that Merial, makers of Frontline Plus, reports that they have seen absolutely no increase

in adverse reactions since the product’s inception! You may continue to use Frontline Plus with confidence in its safety. Please do not hesitate to call us

if you have any concerns about your flea and tick protection. Speaking of

flea protection, Wink has some exciting news about a new product…

Wink’s Words of Wisdom






Hi, friends! Wink here and my words of

wisdom this month concern a matter of great importance to all of us: flea control.

Man, I don’t know about all of you, but fleas are near the top of my least of things to avoid, right up there with baths, toenail trims and ear cleanings. Whether you’re a cat, dog or

human, there isn’t much as unpleasant as

finding that fleas have taken up residence on your pet or in your house. 

Fortunately, my human friends here at Northarlington are vigilant about flea protection, and my pal Molly and I have been able to avoid any nasty infestations. The first of every month we both receive a topical flea preventative (Revolution), and that takes care of the matter. 

However, some people would prefer a non-topical application of their flea protection. Happily for them, there is a terrific new product available for dogs only: Comfortis. Comfortis is a once-a-month beef flavored chewable tablet that starts killing fleas within 30 minutes and lasts a whole month! This is also a great choice for dogs that swim or are bathed frequently, or who have dermatological issues. Comfortis is also an extremely safe product which has been approved by the FDA and proven to be well tolerated by most animals.

Like Frontline, Comfortis can be purchased by the dose or in a 6-pack. It costs a couple bucks less per dose than Frontline, which I’m sure you all can appreciate!

A couple other things to remember:

· Comfortis doesn’t offer any tick protection, so if you are concerned about ticks you will want to keep your pet on Frontline or add a good tick collar, like Preventic.

· Comfortis needs to be given with food (shouldn’t be a problem since most dogs I know eat like starved wolverines)

· Comfortis is for dogs only

My advice to you? If Frontline is working for you and you like a topical application, keep using it! But if you don’t care for the spot-on application, give Comfortis a whirl.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

As always, I will close with a little poem to drive home my words of wisdom:

Fluffly had a little flea

That camped out on her tail

She took Comfortis and suddenly

That pest hit the trail!

Oh, I love a happy ending! Until next time, smooches to you all.








Love,

Wink  



 

Web Page Spruce Up
It’s been three years since the Northarlington web site was created and since then, www.northarlingtonvet.com has been one very popular destination! Over the past three years we have expanded the web site tremendously, adding more content and photos, tacking on new pages, and including more links and

useful information about general pet care and clinic activities. As you

might expect, this additional material has enhanced the value of our web
site, but made the site look a little haphazard! So, our good friends at

Web Hosting Solutions are preparing to do a little sprucing up – watch for

our new and improved site, which will include lots of new pet care resources and behind-the-scenes photos of the clinic and staff!

New Prescription Diet for Arthritic Cats

As Wink - and more than a few humans - have often noted, cats tend to age gracefully, frequently hiding any sign that they are not feeling well. That’s why

we were surprised by a research study that estmates that 90% of cats over

the age of 12 suffer from arthritis! And while you might notice that your cat

is not jumping as high as they used to, or even limping occasionally, the

truth is that very often cats will show no signs that that their joints ache.

In the past we’ve had a variety of supplements and chews for arthritic cats, but if your cat was fussy or difficult to medicate, it could be tough to treat feline arthritis. That will change now that Hill’s has introduced feline j/d. Some of you may be familiar with j/d, a wonderful diet that has been available for dogs for years. The new feline version of the diet contains the same high levels of omega-3-rich fatty acids as in the canine version of j/d and is clnically tested to improve your pet’s mobility in just 21 days! Feline j/d comes in both dry and wet varieties and as always, Hill’s offers a money back guarantee on palatability. Please note that this will be a special order item, so you will need to call us and give us a couple days lead time to get the product in the clinic.

Blankets Needed
As you do your spring cleaning, please think of us before you

discard any blankets or comforters! We are in need of nice

thick blankets or comforters (no fringe or holes, please!) to line

the bottom of our runs. The dogs in our care will thank you for

thinking of them!

Pet Portals Update

Well, Pet Portals has been launched and by now many of you have received reminders or other items from them. The start of this program has had a few bumps, so please let us know if you are having any problems. If you have received duplicate reminders or reminders for things you do not think are accurate, please let us know. We want to make sure that the Pet Portals system is meeting your needs!

That’s all for this edition of the Northarlington News! We won’t have another newsletter until the first of the year, so until then…have a fun-filled summer, a beautiful autumn and a wonderful holiday season!

