Comings and Goings

We were very sad to say good-bye to our good friend, Daniel Mielke. Dan left the clinic recently to pursue a new position. We wish him the very best of luck and thank him for his years of service to the clinic. You will be missed, Dan!

We also bid a fond farewell to Maggie Priestas, who had worked as an

animal care provider and in day care for many years. Maggie finished

her Master’s program and went off to start a “grown up” job with the

State of Ohio. Thanks to Maggie for all her help over the years, not

only with the clinic, but with events such as Taste of Upper Arlington

and the charity yard sale.

In happier news, please join us in congratulating Bonnie Seiler, who is expecting a baby in June! The Seiler siblings, Cierra, Alana and C.J., daddy Clint George, are all excited about the new addition. We are all looking forward to meeting the newest member of the family!

Please join us in welcoming Kim Telesz to the grooming department of

the Northarlington Animal Clinic. Kim is a graduate of the Maryland School of Dog Grooming and has been grooming for over seven years. She is currently accepting appointments for Wednesdays and Thursdays. To schedule an apppointment with Kim, please call the clinic and ask for extension 224. 

(To avoid confusion between the groomers, please note that Kimberly Ahlborn goes by “Kimberly” and Kim Telesz goes by “Kim”!) 

Madeline Memorial Fund

Many thanks to our generous clients for their thoughtful donations to the Madeline Memorial Fund:

Duane & Emily Bennett

Bertha Ihnat

William & Ruth Wright
In memory of Liza

Al DeSantis


In memory of Sanchez

Sandy & Ken Rosselet 
In memory of Wilda Rosselet

Thanks, also, to Robert Galli for his annual donation to the Marcella Galli Memorial Fund.

As always, these funds are used to treat sick and injured stray animals. We could not provide veterinary services without your generous contributions!

At present we have two cats available for adoption:

A Good Samaritan found Pepsi under the hood of his car! Pepsi is a 16 week old black and white female, who seems a little shy at first, but quickly warms up. She enjoys a little cuddling, but like most kittens she likes to spend most of her time playing! She would definitely enjoy a playmate who would run and wrestle with her.

Simon (aka Fozzie) is a 6 month old orange and white male, with short fur on his body and long fur on his tail! Fozzie is a very high spirited, high energy cat who wants to play, play, play! Fozzie can be very affectionate, but he will require a special home – preferably one with a second cat and no children. Fozzie is currently being fostered by one of our clients – if you are interested in meeting him, please give us a call so we can arrange a meeting time.

To see photographs of our adoptable cats and download an adoption application, visit our web site, www.northarlington.com and click on the community service tab.

Private Play Group

As many of you know, when doggie day care closed down a few years ago, a small group of clients decided to form a private play group so that their dogs could get together once a week to socialize and play in the training space above the clinic.

The private play group recently lost one of its participating members, so we are now accepting applications to add 1-2 new dogs to the group. The requirements for private play group are:

· Available on Wednesdays from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

(Will meet on Mondays 9-2 Jan 1 through Mar 15 only)

· Fully vaccinated and spayed or neutered.

· Completely house broken.

· Extremely well socialized, and not toy protective or fearful in

any way.

The fee for play group is $20 for the day. If you are interested in

having your dog join the private play group, please contact Elaine

Marsh at (614) 457-4636 or at northarlintgon@core.com.

Wink’s Words of Wisdom





Dear Friends,

Hi, friends, Wink here! My word of wisdom for this month is one that sounds really cool: laser.
When I first heard that the clinic was getting a laser, I immediately had a vision of Dr. B. and Dr. S. swinging light sabers around the clinic like Luke Skywalker, or maybe one of those fancy laser light shows with

special effects and music. Wow, I thought, maybe we can even use it to make one of those cool laser beam security systems like you see in the movies where you have to shimmy under the beams, or vault over them like an Olympic gymnast. Or maybe we could just use it to warm up leftover pizza. Whatever. The applications seemed endless, and I was excited to get the laser in the clinic and let the good times roll.

Well, you can imagine my disappointment when I discovered that our new laser is not that kind of laser. In fact, it’s not even a carbon laser, the kind that cuts things. What we have is a Class IV therapy laser, and now that I know a little bit more about it I have to admit  it makes more sense for our patients than a high tech pizza oven.

So, what is a Class IV Therapy Laser? Ends up it’s an FDA-cleared, deep penetrating light that offers healing and relief of pain through several processes:  the production of oxygen which allows cells to regrow and the release of endorphins which stimulates cells to heal at a faster rate. Circulation is improved, metabolism is increased, nerve cells are stimulated and collagen production is boosted. The outcome for our patients is increased mobility, faster wound healing and speedier post-surgical rehabilitation. 

What kind of conditions can be treated with the therapy laser? Well, just about anything that involves pain and inflammation – arthritis, disc injuries, sprains, strains and muscle spasms, nerve injuries, wounds, ear infections, cystitis, gingivitis and skin conditions of all kinds. 

There are numerous advantages of laser therapy over other kinds of treatments:

· No adverse reactions.  NSAIDS (Deramaxx, Previcox, etc.) can have serious adverse reactions. Laser therapy has no side effects.
· No lab tests. To monitor the effects of NSAIDS on the kidneys and liver we have to do repeated blood work.
· No anesthesia required. Laser therapy is not painful and does not require sedation.
Of course, not all pets who undergo laser therapy are going to be able to ditch their NSAIDs or avoid surgery or other treatments. But many pets may be able to reduce their use of NSAIDs or other meds, and some may be able to avoid NSAIDs or surgery altogether. 

In some instances pets might see some relief immediately, but many pets will need more than one session, especially those who have chronic arthritis. My friend, Jack, a 13 year old Laborador, is a good example. Jack has suffered with arthritis for several years and has been on pain meds, NSAIDs and prescription diets for a couple years now. When his human brought him in for his first laser treatment, he practically had to carry Jack into the exam room. That night, for the first time in years, Jack jumped up on the couch! Jack continued his prescribed course of laser therapy – 3 times a week for 2 weeks, twice a week for 2 weeks and once a week for 2 weeks. Since the end of his treatment, he just comes in for periodic “boosters.” And now he’s like a new dog! I must say that I’m not typically in favor of making dogs quicker and more agile – at least not quicker or more agile than me! - but it really is good to see old Jack moving so much better.

The best part of laser therapy, at least from the four-legged point of view, is that it doesn’t hurt…in fact, it even feels good, very warm and soothing. And your human can stay with you during the treatment, as long as they wear a pair of dorky – oops, I meant good-looking - eye goggles.

From the two-legged point of view, the best thing about laser therapy is, it’s very affordable! Certainly, it’s a ton more economical than ongoing medications and bloodwork. Ask for an estimate on laser therapy, but I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised at what an affordable choice it is.

As always, I’ll close with a little poem I’ve composed just for this occasion:



Twinkle, twinkle laser beam,



Fixed my ears up like a dream,



Made my aching hips feel grand,



Also healed my anal gland!



Twinkle, twinkle laser ray,



Can you clean my litter tray?

Ha, ha, I kill myself! Until next time, smooches to you all.







Love, Wink

Yard Sale 2008 Wrap Up

In spite of the change of location, our annual yard sale to benefit the Second Chance Fund of the Capital Area Humane Society was a great success. Although it was a  hot day, our many hard working volunteers were very grateful to have been out of the rain - for once!

To date, the 2008 yard sale has raised over $4,400 and more continues to

trickle in. The reason for the belated and ongoing income? The yard sale

was very lucky to have received a huge collection of extremely valuable toys and comic book-related items. Because we were not able to sell most of these items on the day of the sale, the remaining items have been sold by one of our generous clients. Many, many thanks to Bill Kazlausky, who has been disposing of the toy collection through his store, Capitol City Comics, and over the internet. We’re keeping our fingers crossed that the toy collection continues to generate more money for the Second Chance Fund!

As always, there are so many people to thank for the success of this worthwhile event:

Bertha Ihnat



For her generous cash donation

Alisa Argust



For the donation of the warehouse space

Mike Binion, Merial

For the donation of Frontline for the raffle

Patti Fabish



For organizing the restaurant raffles

Archie Griffin


For the autographed football

Darin Kennedy


For helping to move tables

Omega Tau Sigma


For allowing parking at their fraternity house

Kenny Road Market

For the use of their restroom!

Melissa Myers & the staff of TGIFriday’s in Mill Run
Cash donation

And, to the many, many restaurants in Northwest Columbus who

donated gift certificates for the raffle…thank you, thank you, thank

you!

There is a long list of volunteers who gave their blood, sweat and tears

to the hot, grubby task of sorting and pricing:

Dianne Mack

Maggie Priestas

Carol Brown

Kelly Maffit


Karen Marsh

Kaiwyo Woo

Nancy MacKenzie

Erika Nelson

Eli Maffit

Bill Maffit


Sam Maffit




Elaine Marsh

Dr. Dawn Bookmyer

And a million thanks to the many CAHS volunteers who helped

move tables from CAHS to the warehouse, manned the check-out

tables and directed traffic outside the warehouse on the day of

the event.

As always,  this was a very labor intensive event and we thank everyone for their hard work! The money that we raised will help so many cats and dogs to have medical procedures that CAHS would not normally be able to afford.

Although our annual yard sale has been a terrific event for the past 7 years, raising over $21,000 for local animal welfare groups, we are now looking at new fundraising ideas. If you have any ideas for new fundraising events please call the clinic and share your thoughts with Elaine or Dr. Bookmyer.

Pet Care Affordability

The economic down turn is hurting us all - even those of us who work

in the veterinary industry are taking a hard look at what we spend on

our pets. Sometimes our first instinct is to let the family pet “slide” on

veterinary  care. What the heck, we think, the cat is pooping, peeing

and eating OK, so let’s wait awhile on a visit to the vet. But remember,

an ounce of prevention is definitely worth a pound of cure. Here’s a

good example:

Cost of 12 doses of Heartgard for a 40 pound dog: $78.72

Cost of treating heartworm disease in a 40 pound dog: $500-$600

So before we compromise our pet’s health by cutting corners on veterinary care, let’s look at some other options:

· Pet insurance. There are several terrific pet insurance plans out there. We like Embrace Pet Insurance, but there are many great companies offering a variety of plans, most at very affordable rates. Some plans offer a wellness option, which covers routine care such as vaccinations, while other plans cover medical or emergency care only. For more information about pet insurance, visit www.petinsurancereview.com, or visit our web site www.northarlingtonvet.com to find a link to Embrace Pet Insurance.

· Wells Fargo credit card. A veterinary-only credit card isn’t one that you are likely to abuse – and it can come in very handy in an emergency! And speaking of emergencies, remember that Wells Fargo is the only veterinary-only card accepted at MedVet. To apply for the Wells Fargo card, please visit our web site at www.northarlingtonvet.com for a link to the Wells Fargo credit application.
· Gift certificates. Yes, the Northarlington Animal Clinic does have gift certificates and they make the perfect birthday, graduation, holiday or anniversary gift for pet lovers!
· Referral program. If you are pleased with the care that we have provided to your pet, we have a great referral program that can benefit both you and your friends. Our referral program allows you to give a $20 gift certificate to a friend or family member for their first visit to the clinic – and when they redeem their gift certificate we’ll send you a $20 gift certificate for your next visit with us.
· Ask us!  If you are concerned about veterinary expenses, let us know. Sometimes we can offer helpful advice about what can wait and what can’t, what drugs might be availble in a generic, or other ways to save money. We want to help you and your pet as much as we can!

Pet Dental Month Special is Really Special!

Speaking of the economy, we have decided to offer a super special Pet Dental Month promotion: 20% off your total invoice, including exam, bloodwork,

even extractions and x-rays, if needed!  

This special is valid during the month of February ONLY, and we have a

limited number of slots in which to do dental cleanings – so don’t delay,

call and schedule your pet’s dental cleaning today!

Upcoming Training Classes

We have a puppy training class starting soon:

Start date: Tue, 01/20/09
  6:45 – 7:45 PM

Instructor: Dawn Pribble of Positive Pups Dog Training
Please double check with us about starting dates – class start dates are sometimes postponed so that we can register a sufficient number of students.

Course tuition is $100 for of seven-1 hour classes and all printed materials. For more information, including course outline and registration materials, please visit our web site, www.northarlingtonvet.com, and click on “canine training.”

2009 Dog Licenses

Just a reminder that 2009 dog licenses are due January 31! Franklin County does require that all dogs over 3 months old wear a license (tag). To apply for your license visit www.franklincountydogs.com or drop by the clinic to pick up an license application.

Until the next edition of Northarlington News, have a warm and safe winter!

